What God Cares About

JONAH #4 - Pastor Gary Combs - May 19, 2013, - Jonah 4:1-11

Jonah 4:1-11 (ESV) 'But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2And he prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, is not this what | said when |
was yet in my country? That is why | made haste to flee to Tarshish; for | knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 3Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” *And the Lord
said, “Do you do well to be angry?” ®Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the
shade, till he should see what would become of the city. SNow the Lord God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade
over his head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. ‘But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the
head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” °But God said to Jonah, “Do you do
well to be angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, | do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” 1°And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not
labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night. ""And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are
more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?”

HOW GOD WANTS TO REALIGN YOUR CARING WITH HIS:
1. By leading you to care more for building

Matthew 6:9-10 (KJV) Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

Genesis 18:18 (NLT) For Abraham will certainly become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth will be blessed through him.

2. By causing you to care more for having

James 1:2-4 (Phillips) When all kinds of trials and temptations crowd into your lives, don’t resent them as intruders, but welcome them as friends! Realize
that they come to test your faith and to produce in you the quality of endurance. But let the process go on until that endurance is fully developed, and you
will find you have become believers of mature character

Philippians 1:11 (NLT) May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ —for this will
bring much glory and praise to God.

3. By changing you to care more for showing

Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV) Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

John 21:16 (NIV) Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of
my sheep.”

Matthew 12:39-41 (NKJV) But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except
the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.
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