The Gospel Is About Relationship, Not Religion
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John 3:1-18 (ESV) 'Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly,
truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not marvel that | said to you,
‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” °Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you
do not understand these things? "'Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our
testimony. "2If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly things? "®No one has ascended into heaven
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
"5that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. '®For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. '"For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
8Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God. "°And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were
evil. 2For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 2'But whoever does what is
true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”

A. THE GOSPEL IS NOT ABOUT RELIGION BECAUSE...
1. It can’t overcome the problem of our

Isaiah 29:13 (NLT) And so the Lord says, “These people say they are mine. They honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. And their
worship of me is nothing but man-made rules learned by rote.

2. It can’t overcome the problem of our

Romans 3:23 (ESV) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Luke 11:39 (ESV) And the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and
wickedness.”

3. It can’t overcome the problem of our

Romans 6:23 (ESV) For the wages of sin is death...

B. THE GOSPEL IS ABOUT RELATIONSHIP BECAUSE...
1. Acknowledging Christ’s Sonship we are reborn with

John 1:12-13 (ESV) But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

1 John 5:1 (ESV) Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God
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1 Peter 1:3-4, 23 (ESV) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you...
since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God

Ephesians 5:25-26 (NIV) Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word

2. Receiving Christ’s righteousness we are reborn with

2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Galatians 5:17, 19-21 (ESV) For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to
each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. ... Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry,
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. | warn you, as | warned you
before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

1 John 3:9 (ESV) No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been
born of God.

3. Believing in Christ’s sacrifice we are reborn with

Ephesians 2:5 (NCV) Though we were spiritually dead because of the things we did against God, he gave us new life with Christ. You have been saved by
God's grace.

Romans 8:1 (NKJV) There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to
the Spirit.

Matthew 7:22-23 (NKJV) Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done
many wonders in Your name?’ And then | will declare to them, ‘| never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!
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