Telling God'’s Love Story

Loving Our Jerusalem #6 - Pastor Gary Combs - Palm Sunday, March 24, 2013 - John 12:12-19

John 12:12-19 (ESV) "2The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. *®So they took branches of
palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” *And Jesus found
a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, ' “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!” "®His disciples did
not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done
to him. "The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. '8The reason
why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. "So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing.
Look, the world has gone after him.”

A. HEARING GOD’S LOVE STORY

ACT 1: Creation. Love creates
Genesis 1:1 (ESV) In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV) Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness... 2So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
he created him; male and female he created them.

ACT 2: Fall. Love allows

Genesis 2:16-17 (ESV) And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Romans 5:12 (NLT) When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.

ACT 3: Rescue. Love pursues

Psalm 118:22-27 (GW) The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. ... We beg you, O Lord, save us! ... Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord. ... The Lord is God, and he has given us light. March in a festival procession with branches to the horns of the altar.

2 Corinthians 5:17-19 (ESV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. Al this is from
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

ACT 4: Restoration. Love gives

Revelation 7:9-12 (ESV) After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

Revelation 21:1-5 (ESV) Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.
And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all things new.”

B. RESPOND TO GOD’S LOVE STORY
1.

Romans 10:14 (ESV) How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone preaching?

2.

Mark 16:15 (NCV) Jesus said to his followers, “Go everywhere in the world, and tell the Good News to everyone.




